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Amendments to the Specif icationt 


Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 3, line 7, 
with the following amended paragraph: 

--A new genetic locus of S. aureus which regulates autolytic 
processes has now been identified. The gene at this locus, 
referred to herein as RAT, regulator of autolytic activity, which 
regulates autolytic processes, has been cloned and sequenced. The 
phrase, Awhich " which regulates expression of polypeptides 
involved in autolytic proccaaco® processes" used herein means 
that the gene or polypeptide encoded by the gene controls, 
modulates or regulates the expression of polypeptides involved in 
autolytic processes such as autolytic enzymes (e.g., murein 
hydrolase, cell wall hydrolase, glycylglycine endopeptidase) , 
polypeptides involved in environmental signaling, the secretion 
of autolysins, or other autolytic processes. Further, it has been 
shown that a mutation at this site renders S. aureus more 
susceptible to lysis with antibiotics.-- 


